
TEAM B5
Joint Base Lewis-McChord Economic Impact Analysis Phase 2

PROJECT BACKGROUND: JBLM is the #2 employer in the state and #1 employer in Pierce County. Economics informs and often 
drives policy. SSMCP believes that local, state and federal policymakers underestimate the economic impact JBLM has in the South 
Sound and the state of Washington. The lack of detailed economic impact data represents a significant knowledge gap worthy of 
further study.

PROJECT GOAL: South Sound Military Communities Partnership (SSMCP) identified two primary goals for the MSBA project team 
1) Design, build and deploy an online survey to identify the military connected customer bases of local businesses and the effects of 
JBLM on the local economy and 2)  Expand on the work of the previous Economic impact analysis and incorporate factors such as 
military retirees, spin-off jobs and cross-region interactions not available during the previous analysis.
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Perceived JBLM Eonomic Impact

REGIONAL ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS METHODS AND RESULTS:
• After the survey, we began collecting and validating the data to build our point estimates. 

The data we collected included: Tuition Assistance point estimate from JBLM Career Skills 
Program and Stone Education Center and GI bill estimation, etc.

• We sent our collected final data for IMPLAN Simulations to get direct, indirect and 
induced impacts on a state-wide level and Pierce and Thurston counties level.

• The right column of the grey Point Estimates boxes represents new data that the previous 
analysis did not have access to like retiree pensions or had to estimate such as off-base 
housing. 

• From the simulation generated point estimate results, we can see that It’s a little under 
2 billion dollars in difference in the data from last years’ analysis and that the economic 
impact analysis can be summed up in four numbers at each level in the green Outputs 
table below.

Survey Word Cloud (Most Frequent Words)


