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AGENDA



> 14% of UW students identified as having 1(+) 
disabilities - UW Climate Survey (2019)

> Disability Resources for Students (DRS) serves ~10% of 
UW student population

> Disabilities can be visible or invisible
– ~90% of DRS Students have invisible disabilities

> Disability is diversity

Disability at UW



SPH AT A GLANCE



SPH Students with DRS Accommodations by Degree: 

Undergraduate & Graduate

n=194



SPH Students with DRS Accommodations by Degree:

Undergraduate, Masters & Doctoral

n=194



Proportion of Students with DRS Accommodations 
by Department

Department Proportion (%)

Biostatistics 5.9

Environmental and Occupational 
Health Sciences

17.9

Epidemiology 7.4

Global Health 7.4

Health Systems and Population Health 10.6

Interdisciplinary 10.4

 - Food Systems, Nutrition, and Health 7.8

 - Public Health-Global Health 10.3



DRS Process & Academic 
Accommodations



SPH Most Frequently Requested Accommodations



➢ DRS provides temporary accommodations for 
emergent situations

➢ Review DRS notification letters and implement 
accommodations
➢ Extra exam time on Canvas
➢ Create an Alternative Testing Agreement and provide exams to DRS
➢ Complete a Disability-Related Absence form with student

➢ Respect privacy and identify potential bias

➢ Collaborative process with support

DRS & Instructor Responsibilities



> A student is in the middle of the DRS process and 
needs accessible materials
– Example: Captioning videos

> A student is struggling to acquire medical 
documentation for DRS
– Example: Working with undocumented students

> Instructors, staff, and students have different 
viewpoints on accommodations
– Example: Consulting, joining meetings, inviting in DRS

Ways We Can Collaborate



Suggested Practices 

> Connecting with students at beginning of course

– Clear and aligned expectations

> Syllabus and course materials 4-6 weeks in advance

– Helpful to archive old Canvas materials

> 3 cheers for universal design!
– Policies on exams, extensions, recordings

– (More) accessible materials and Canvas pages

> Consult and/or refer students as needed

– Access & Advocacy Coordinator, sphaccess@uw.edu 



> Accessibility Café
– Monday, September 18th 10:30-12:00 at HRC 101 (in-person)

– Join UW IT-ATS Instructor Specialist, Mary-Colleen Jenkins, for a 
working session to make your Canvas sites (more) accessible

– Bring your laptop and we’ll bring the coffee!

> Disability Resources for Students Information Session
– Thursday, September 21st  9am on Zoom (virtual)

– Join DRS Senior Access Coordinator, Kowan Russell, for a session on 
DRS process, instructor responsibilities, and accommodations

– Ask any specific implementation questions or just come and learn a 
bit more about DRS

– TAs are welcome to both events!

Future events



Accessibility Tools





























Other Tools?

● Office Suite Accessibility Tool

● Acrobat Accessibility Tool



> UW IT 
– Accessibility Checklist

– Accessible Documents

– Contact: help@uw.edu

> UW Library

> DRS Website

> Recording with DRS Director, Adiam Tesfay

> SPH Resources for Instructors

> Core MPH/SPH colleagues

> Access & Advocacy Coordinator
– sphaccess@uw.edu

> SPH Instructional TAs
– sphta@uw.edu

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

https://www.washington.edu/accessibility/policy-resources/guidelines/
https://www.washington.edu/accessibility/checklist/
https://www.washington.edu/accessibility/documents/
https://www.lib.washington.edu/services/accessibility
https://depts.washington.edu/uwdrs/faculty/supporting-students-with-disabilities/
https://washington.zoom.us/rec/play/czg7wv2s-PJQ5hcVTonamO8pFBJj9CtLi53ePVNGVyWd--5q1EZq_80dcQbMvNWKM-JqXoJeqzSvfxkD.hGhMeR3uTdNuhNuL?continueMode=true
https://sites.uw.edu/sphta/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/resources-for-instructors/


Thank You!
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